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French traditional oratory, one that lays especial
stress upon the aesthetic side of public speaking
and delights in Ciceronian periods, a new form
of public eloquence has appeared which is the
simple, straightforward voice of the masses of
the nation. Judicial eloquence has been signally
represented by Rousse, Waldeck-Rousseau, Beto-
laud, and Labori. Academic eloquence, either
in the universities or at the French Institute, has
rivalled its best days by the elevated discourses
of Lavisse, of Brunetiere, of Gaston Boissier, of
Renan, and of several others. The Catholic,
Protestant, and Jewish pulpits have never at-
tained such a high level; even if great orators
are not, they have never been, common. Popu-
lar public speaking, found now in every quar-
ter of French society, and voicing every popular
interest, is a child of the Republic.

A whole literature, able and wholesome, has
been devoted to the artistic and picturesque his-
tory of the country. Essays are very numerous.
The literary productions of reviews have be-
come absorbing in France as in other countries.
Corporate institutions give increasing encourage-
ment to literature. The prizes of the French
Academy have increased to such a degree that
not infrequently they have been conferred upon
very obscure and unworthy writers. There has